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London, Sept. 28^. I dined yesterday with the Brownings and had a very pleasant evening. Both of them are great admirers of poor little " Maud." The two Rossettis came in during the evening1.
October ist. I dined at Twickenham, my mother looking very well and intending to keep the house on another year. I also dined with the Camerons last night, she is more wonderful than ever I think in her wild-beaming benevolence. I read " Maud " to five or six people at the Brownings (on Sept. 28th).
Mrs Browning writes thereupon to my mother:
13 DORSET STREET, October, 1855. MY DEAR MRS TENNYSON,
If I had not received your kindest of letters I had yet made up my mind not to leave England without writing to you to thank you (surely it would have been your due) for the deep pleasure we had in Mr Tennyson's visit to us. He didn't come back as he said he would to teach me the " Brook " (which I persist nevertheless in fancying I understand a little), but he did so much and left such a voice (both him " and a voice! ") crying out "Maud " to us, and helping the effect of the poem by the personality, that it's an increase of joy and life to us ever. Then may we not venture to think now of Alfred Tennyson our friend ? and was it not worth while coming from Italy to England for so much ? Let me say too another thing, that though I was hindered (through having women friends with me, whom I loved and yet could not help wishing a little further just then) from sitting in the smoke and hearing the talk of the next room, yet I heard some sentences which, in this materialistic low-talking world, it was comfort and triumph to hear from the lips of such a man. So I thank you both, and my husband's thanks go with mine.
As to a visit to you, how pleasant that you should ask us!
1 Gabriel Rossetti wrote to William Allingham about this evening in an unpublished letter: " He is quite as glorious in his way as Browning in his, and perhaps of the two even more impressive on the whole personally."